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What’s Happening @ Lakeside United Methodist Church  

Thursday, Aug. 21 
Friday, Aug. 22 
       Office closed    
Saturday, Aug. 23 
Sunday, Aug. 24 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship 
           

 
 

August Food Distribution 
Wed. 8/13– set-up 9:00am. 

Thur. 8/14– deliveries 8:00am 
4:00-6:00 church pick-ups 

Contact Sandy Bobo– 870-540-7099 
or Linda LaClair 870-329-7753 to 

volunteer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Wednesday, August 13 
9:00 Food dist. Set-up 
9:30 LAAF 
12:00 N2N 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
Thursday, Aug. 14 
8:00 Food deliveries 
4:00-6:00 Food pick-ups 
Friday, August 15 
        Office closed   
Saturday, Aug. 16 
Sunday, Aug. 17 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship 
Monday, Aug. 18 
Tuesday, Aug. 19 
1:30 DAR planning session 
Wednesday, Aug. 20 
9:30 LAAF 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
 
 
 

 
Our Scripture this Sunday is a continuation of last Sunday’s Scripture: Hebrews 11:29- 12:2. Last 
week we considered the faith of Abraham and Sarah – how they remind us that living in faith requires 
us to both hold fast to the promises of God and move forward trusting in God’s faithfulness. The writ-
er of Hebrews goes on to share more examples of persons of great faith who serve as examples and 
models for us in our own discipleship, concluding by reminding us that we are surrounded at all times 
by a “great cloud of witnesses.”  
 
I wonder who is in that “great cloud of witnesses” for you. If someone asked you, tell me about a per-
son who has real faith in God – who would you say? You might think first of someone from the Bible, 
as the author of Hebrews does. Perhaps your mind would first go to someone who lived closer to our 
time, like Martin Luther King, Jr. or Mother Teresa. You may think first of someone close to you, who 
may not be well known to others but is very well known to you. 
 
When I considered this question, my grandmother was the first on my list. She was known by her 
grandchildren as Ma and lived in the small town of Bay, Arkansas near Jonesboro. Every summer, I 
had the joy of spending a week by myself at her house. She didn’t drive, so we walked everywhere. 
The United Methodist Church was at the end of her street, and she was there whenever the doors were 
open, worshipping, volunteering, and fellowshipping with others. I still remember sitting beside her in 
church and all the people who were either family or like family to her. I remember her green Living 
Bible that was always on the coffee table from which she read every day. I knew when I couldn’t even 
put it in words that Ma was a person of great faith in God. She remains an example and encourager of 
my own faith every day, knowing that Ma trusted in God when the path in front of her was often full 
of uncertainty and challenge. 
 
This week, I encourage you to spend some time thinking about who is in that great cloud of witnesses 
for you. Make a list. Include them all – those from Scripture, history and personal experience. Who 
provides a light on your path when the darkness moves in, on days when your own faith is tested? 
They are always with us, cheering us on, showing us the way. 
 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Sara 
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Lakesiders, having promised to be loyal to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church and to do all in our power to strengthen its ministries,  
live out our promise by God’s grace together— participating faithfully in the ministries of Lakeside United Methodist Church  

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

         
           Sunday, August 10, 2025   
 
              8:30 Worship –18 
              9:15 Sunday School - 34    
              10:30 Worship - 98 
              On-line Worship - 12 

                                              

                                 Our Weekly Service at Church  
                                           August 17, 2025   
 
                  Sermon: Rev. Sara Pair; Liturgist: Rev. Sam Meadors  
     Director of Music: Ann Tibbs; Children’s Moments: Jennifer Fox  
 

Scripture: Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
Sermon: Running the Race 

 
                Ushers: Steve Dobbins, Joe Coles, Rob Wyatt, Bobby Wyatt,   
                            Roy Whitaker, Ken Kesterson, and David Owens 
 
                August 18 Brass Polishers: Ann and Laura Nixon  
                August 18 Counters: Ellen Wyatt and Claire Campbell 
 
             All services are available on Facebook or Facebook Live and  

You tube. Join us online for worship at: 

     www.facebook.com/lakesidepb 

  www.youtube.com/@lumc_pinebluff 

 Check out what is happening at Lakeside on our website  

   www.lakesidepb.org 

 

         
             We pray for the following: 
                                 Nancy Dobbs, Dave Richards, Jerry Ingram, Scott Mouser, 
                                 Allen Swob, Peggy Swob, Doug Cahill, Kashimi Elkins, 
                                 Jerry Newton, Frances Smith, Delfina Rios, and Keith Bogy. 
                                      The family of Wannie Pope. 
                                      The family of Betty Coles (Joe and Susan) 
                                       Pray for the congregation of St. Paul UMC, Malvern  
 
 
Woodland Heights Senior Living: Billie Doster; Stonebridge Senior Living: Bob Cas-
tleberry. Lakeside’s Hispanic Ministry, Young People around the world, Families in 
trouble, City Council members & Mayor, Students of all ages, Teachers, and First  Re-
sponders. 

Latest Sunday School News 
    August 17, 2025  9:15am.    

 
Discovery Class: New Study begins: More Favorite Study School Lessons 
Wesley Class: Love, the Spiritual Gift. 
Open Door Class: Led by Sam Meadors & De Gasnier, this class meets in 
the youth area on the 3rd floor.  
Children’s Class: Come learn more about God and the Bible with  
Miss Jennifer and Dr. Dave. 
Discípulos: This class meets in The Center and is led by Alicia Frye and  
                     Ernestina Beltran. 

Missions News 
Items needed for ongoing ministries 

Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of Ravioli etc. and Boxed Mac & Cheese 
Neighbor to Neighbor: Tuna and other non-perishables like beans and rice. 
Blessing Box: non-perishable items 
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items 
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels. 

Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  
or brought to the office. 

It’s not too early to mark your  
calendars! 

• Mid-week Manna activities will start back September 3rd at 3:50pm 
with tutoring. 

• Spanish lessons are tentatively set to begin at 5:00pm for those that are 
interested in learning to speak Spanish. 

• Choir will begin at 6:00pm. 
• English lessons will be taught from 6:00-7:00pm. 
• Bible Study with Pastor Sara will be from 6:00-7:00 starting 9/10. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering, learning, singing, 
 or have questions, reach out to Jennifer. 

 
Bible Study with Pastor Sara 

Beginning on September 9th and 10th,  join Pastor Sara for a 6-week 
study of 1 Corinthians.  

The class will be reading together 1 Corinthians: Searching the Depths of 
God by Jaime Clark-Soles. Examining the teachings of Paul, this study 

addresses church history,  
relationships, the logic of the cross, spiritual gifts, death, afterlife  

and the resurrection.  
 

The class will meet on Tuesday mornings at 10am and Wednesday  
evenings at 6pm. You can purchase the book on Cokesbury and Amazon.  

Please contact the office if you would like to attend either session.  

Mid-Week Manna  
Volunteers 

Our tutoring program is growing! 
We need to have 3 classrooms this year 
and that means more tutors and other 

volunteers. 
We need a door person, kitchen help, 

and classroom tutors. 
Call the office if you want to be part of 

this worthwhile program. 

Leadership Board July 2025 Summary 
• The next Townhall meeting will be September 7, 2025 in the 
      sanctuary immediately following the 10:30 worship service. 
 
• The board approved adding President’s and MLK Days as paid 
      holidays for staff. 
 
• The November Townhall meeting has been rescheduled from 
      November 9th to November 16th. 
 
• In preparation for conducting small informal “cottage meetings” for 
      Pastor Sara, please let the office know if you would be interested in                                                    
      hosting a small gathering. Dates and details to be determined. 
 
• The board approved and provided a recommendation for Donna 

Kriner to become certified in Lay Servant Ministry. 
 

The next scheduled Leadership Board meeting will be August 26th. 

Nursery News 
The nursery is still in desperate need of volunteers and another  

 a paid nursery attendant. If you have been Safe Gatherings approved or are willing 
to get that done, please consider volunteering or applying for the position. 

For more information, please contact the office. 
 

Kimberly Mercado has taken maternity leave. If you would like to celebrate the up-
coming arrival of her daughter, information about her registry is in the office. 

We welcome Vanese Tucker who will provide childcare 2 or 3 Sundays a month. 
 
 

In order to provide a safe place for our youngest worshipers, the nursery is for chil-
dren under the age of five. Should you need to take your child out of the Sanctuary, 

there will be play corner set-up out by the elevator. 

United Women in Faith 
United Women in Faith will resume their monthly meetings on Aug. 
28th at 10:00am with a salad luncheon. If you would be interested in 
joining this group of dedicated women, make plans to attend and see 

what being a woman of faith entails. 

Altar Flowers 
It’s hard to believe that it’s time to be filling 
the 2026 calendar with altar flower requests.  
If there is a particular Sunday that you wish 

to reserve, please contact the office. 
There are Sundays available in October, No-
vember and December if you would like to 
honor or remember a loved one or occasion. 

Literary News 
Our very own Vanessa Hernandez-Valdez has recently published a book 

of her writings. An avid journalist, Vanessa has kept a collection of 
 poems and pieces from over the years. 

Somedays I Can’t is available on Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 

School Supplies 
Thank you to everyone that donated school supplies and money. Our 

Project Transformation families were very grateful for your generosity. 
We will keep some of the remaining supplies to replenish the needs of  

our Mid– Week Manna children and some will go to Broadmoor. 



Prayer Request Policy 

"My house will be known as a house of prayer for all peoples, says the 

Lord God." Isaiah 56:7  

Everyone is encouraged to keep his/her prayer requests updated. Names 
will rotate off unless a request to continue is received in the office  

either by email- lakesidepb@arumc.org  
or a phone call 534-6241.  

Immediate/Pressing Concerns: Nancy Dobbs, Jerry Ingram,  
Scott Mouser, Allen Swob, Peggy Swob, Doug Cahill, Kashimi Elkins, 
Jerry Newton, Frances Smith, Delfina Rios, Dave Richards,  
and Keith Bogy. 

The family of Wannie Pope. 
The family of Betty Coles (Joe and Susan) 

Glenn Babb (6/12/24)  
Christie Barron (6/12/24)  
Carol Burckhalter (6/12/24)  
Lynda Pickler (6/12/24)  
Logan Mondragon (6/19/24) 
Jerry Newton (9/15/24)  
Jerry Ingram (12/24)  
Kashimi Elkins (12/24)  
Jean Hudson (3/25)  
Wayne Bussey ( 4/25)  
Clyde Campbell (5/25)  
Wanda Slater (5/25)  
Lee Blankenship (5/25)  
Keith Bogy (7/25) 

Homebound &  
Assisted Living 
Carolyn Theis  
Ken Theis  
Mary Catherine Kyle 
Dilcy Glien  
Billie Doster  
Bob Castleberry  
Marilyn Rouse  
Ralph Rouse  
Bill Wilcox  
Violet Ross  

Ongoing Prayer Concerns August 17, 2025 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Bus drivers and riders for Mid-Week Manna will be scheduled soon. 
If you are interested, please contact Linda LaClair. 

Tutors and other volunteers ( kitchen and greeters) are needed for 
Mid-week Manna which begins September 3. 

Missions News 

Items needed for ongoing ministries  
Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of ravioli, spaghetti-o’s etc. and boxed 
mac & cheese. 
Neighbor to Neighbor: tuna  
Blessing Box: non-perishable items.  
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items  
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels.  
Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  
or brought to the office.  

Neighbor to Neighbor 

Their supply from Arkansas Food Bank has been severely reduced 
and they have requested that we appeal to our volunteers to donate 
canned goods. Canned and dry goods  such as beans, rice etc. are 
needed. 

Items not needed are green beans and Mac & Cheese. 

Items may be brought to the church, The Reynolds Building  
(211 W. 3rd– United Way) or drop off at Neighbor to Neighbor. 

Nursery News 
The nursery is in desperate need of volunteers  

and a paid nursery attendant. 
If you have been Safe Gatherings approved or are willing to get that 

done, please consider volunteering or applying for the position. 
For more information, please contact the office. 
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