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What’s Happening @ Lakeside United Methodist Church  

Thursday, Aug. 28 
10:00 United Women in Faith– Salad 
Luncheon and meeting 
Friday, Aug. 29 
       Office closed    
Saturday, Aug. 30 
Sunday, Aug. 31 Labor Day Weekend 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship– one service only 
           

 
 
 
 

Monday, September 1, 2025 
Office will be closed for Labor Day. 

 
 
 
 

The Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Wednesday, August 20 
9:30 LAAF 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
Thursday, Aug. 21 
Friday, August 22 
        Office closed   
Saturday, Aug. 23 
Sunday, Aug. 24 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship 
Monday, Aug. 25 
Tuesday, Aug. 26 
5:30 Leadership Board Mtg. 
Wednesday, Aug. 27 
9:30 LAAF 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
6:00 Choir Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When we think of Old Testament prophets, we might picture stern figures delivering messages 

of judgment and doom. While Jeremiah certainly warned of coming disaster, he was ultimately a 
prophet of hope during one of Israel's darkest chapters. Jeremiah lived and ministered around 600 BC, 
witnessing firsthand the collapse of everything his people held dear. The mighty Assyrian Empire, 
which had dominated the region for over a century, was crumbling. For a brief moment, the kingdom 
of Judah hoped for independence and renewal. But those hopes were crushed when Babylon emerged 
as the new superpower, eventually destroying Jerusalem and carrying God's people away into exile. 

Jeremiah watched his nation's political system collapse, his religious institutions publicly dis-
mantled, and his neighbors being carried away as prisoners. This was Jeremiah's reality. He prophe-
sied through rebellions, sieges, and the ultimate catastrophe—the destruction of Solomon's Temple 
and the end of the Davidic kingdom. What makes Jeremiah remarkable isn't just that he accurately 
predicted these tragedies—it's that he provided God's perspective on why they were happening and 
where they were leading. Like other great prophets such as Amos and Isaiah, Jeremiah explained that 
these weren't random political events but God's judgment on a people who had turned away from their 
covenant relationship with Him. 

Yet remarkably, Jeremiah's book is predominantly a message of hope. This isn't contradictory—
it's purposeful. The scribes who preserved his prophecies weren't trying to document ancient history 
for its own sake. They were providing a roadmap for people living in the aftermath of disaster, show-
ing them how to understand their suffering and look beyond it to God's promised restoration. Under-
standing Jeremiah requires recognizing that his prophecies, originally spoken aloud to live audiences, 
were later carefully written down and compiled. This transition from oral to written prophecy was cru-
cial. Once preserved in writing, these messages took on "timeless and enduring significance," speak-
ing not just to Jeremiah's original hearers but to future generations facing their own crises. 

The book of Jeremiah emerged as a guide for people picking up the pieces of their own shat-
tered world. Its message: even when everything familiar collapses, God hasn't abandoned His people. 
Beyond judgment lies restoration, beyond exile lies return, beyond despair lies hope. Jeremiah's rele-
vance for modern believers is striking. We, too, live in times of uncertainty and rapid change. Jeremi-
ah reminds us that God is present at all times, in trouble and in triumph—not as a distant observer, but 
as a covenant-keeping God who works even through turmoil to bring about renewal and restoration. 
When life feels chaotic and hopeless, Jeremiah's voice still speaks: God's faithfulness endures, His 
promises remain, and His call upon our lives is stronger than ever. May it be so for you and me. 

 
 
Grace and Peace, 

 
 Pastor Sara 

https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/
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Lakesiders, having promised to be loyal to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church and to do all in our power to strengthen its ministries,  
live out our promise by God’s grace together— participating faithfully in the ministries of Lakeside United Methodist Church  

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

         
           Sunday, August 17, 2025   
 
              8:30 Worship –16 
              9:15 Sunday School - 39    
              10:30 Worship - 89 
              On-line Worship - 18 

                                              

                                 Our Weekly Service at Church  
                                           August 24, 2025   
 
                  Sermon: Rev. Sara Pair; Liturgist: Claire Campbell  
     Director of Music: Ann Tibbs; Children’s Moments: Jennifer Fox  
 

Scripture: Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Sermon: Living Out God’s Call 

 
                Ushers: Steve Dobbins, Joe Coles, Rob Wyatt, Bobby Wyatt,   
                            Roy Whitaker, Ken Kesterson, and David Owens 
 
                August 25 Brass Polishers: Peggy Swob and Dell Gorman  
                August 25 Counters: Gerald Majors and Sue Merritt 
 
             All services are available on Facebook or Facebook Live and  

You tube. Join us online for worship at: 

     www.facebook.com/lakesidepb 

  www.youtube.com/@lumc_pinebluff 

 Check out what is happening at Lakeside on our website  

   www.lakesidepb.org 

 

         
             We pray for the following: 
                                 Nancy Dobbs, Dave Richards, Jerry Ingram, Allen Swob,  
                                 Peggy Swob, Doug Cahill,  Jerry Newton, and Keith Bogy. 
                                      The family of Wannie Pope. 
                                      The family of Betty Coles (Joe and Susan) 
                                      Pray for the congregation of St. Paul UMC, Malvern  
 
 
Woodland Heights Senior Living: Billie Doster; Stonebridge Senior Living: Bob Cas-
tleberry. Lakeside’s Hispanic Ministry, Young People around the world, Families in 
trouble, City Council members & Mayor, Students of all ages, Teachers, and First  Re-
sponders. 

Latest Sunday School News 
    August 24, 2025  9:15am.    

 
Discovery Class: New Study begins: More Favorite Study School Lessons 
Wesley Class: Resurrection 
Open Door Class: Led by Sam Meadors & De Gasnier, this class meets in 
the youth area on the 3rd floor.  
Children’s Class: Come learn more about God and the Bible with  
Miss Jennifer and Dr. Dave. 
Discípulos: This class meets in The Center and is led by Alicia Frye and  
                     Ernestina Beltran. 

Missions News 
Items needed for ongoing ministries 

Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of Ravioli etc. and Boxed Mac & Cheese 
Neighbor to Neighbor: Tuna and other non-perishables like beans and rice. 
Blessing Box: non-perishable items 
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items 
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels. 

Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  
or brought to the office. 

It’s not too early to mark your calendars! 
• Mid-week Manna activities will start back September 3rd at 3:50pm 

with tutoring. 
• Spanish lessons are tentatively set to begin at 5:00pm for those that are 

interested in learning to speak Spanish. 
• Choir will begin at 6:00pm. 
• English lessons will be taught from 6:00-7:00pm. 
• Bible Study with Pastor Sara will be from 6:00-7:00 starting 9/10. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering, learning, singing, 
 or have questions, reach out to Jennifer. 

 
Bible Study with Pastor Sara 

Beginning on September 9th and 10th,  join Pastor Sara for a 6-week 
study of 1 Corinthians.  

The class will be reading together 1 Corinthians: Searching the Depths of 
God by Jaime Clark-Soles. Examining the teachings of Paul, this study 
addresses church history,  relationships, the logic of the cross, spiritual 

gifts, death, afterlife and the resurrection.  
 

The class will meet on Tuesday mornings at 10am and Wednesday  
evenings at 6pm. You can purchase the book on Cokesbury and Amazon.  

Please contact the office if you would like to attend either session.  

Mid-Week Manna  
Volunteers 

Our tutoring program is growing! 
We will have 3 classrooms this year and that means more  

tutors and other volunteers. 
We need a door person, kitchen help, and classroom tutors. 

Call the office if you want to be part of this worthwhile program. 
Nursery News 

The nursery is still in desperate need of volunteers and another  
 a paid nursery attendant. If you have been Safe Gatherings approved or 

are willing to get that done, please consider volunteering or  
applying for the position. 

For more information, please contact the office. 
 
 
 

In order to provide a safe place for our youngest worshipers, the nursery is for chil-
dren under the age of five. Should you need to take your child out of the Sanctuary, 

there will be play corner set-up out by the elevator. 
 

Altar Flowers 
It’s hard to believe that it’s time to be filling 
the 2026 calendar with altar flower requests.  
If there is a particular Sunday that you wish 

to reserve, please contact the office. 
There are Sundays available in October, No-
vember and December if you would like to 
honor or remember a loved one or occasion. 

Gifts given to Lakeside 
In memory of Wannie Pope by Glenn and Betty Babb, Taylor and Linda Eubank, 
Lissa and Jim Symancyk, Don and Diane Graves, Fred and Scott Miller, Brenda 

Parks, and Gayle Harrison. 

United Women in Faith 
United Women in Faith will resume their 

monthly meetings on Aug. 28th at 10:00am 
with a salad luncheon. If you would be in-
terested in joining this group of dedicated 
women, make plans to attend and see what 

being a woman of faith entails. 

Fall Kick-off Choir Party 
Lakeside’s Chancel Choir will be getting back into the swing of things 

 after enjoying their summer break. 
*Wednesday, August 27th at 6:00 in The Center– welcome back party.  
Bring your favorite party food. 
 
*Wednesday, September 3rd at 6:00– rehearsal 

 
If you’re interested in singing with this dedicated group of musicians, contact Ann Tibbs. 

Cottage Meetings 
Plans are being made to have several Cottage Meetings this fall. 

This will be your chance to visit with Pastor Sara and other leadership. 
Different dates and locations will be announced soon. 

If you would be willing to host a small gathering, please contact the church office. 

Labor Day Weekend 
We will have just one worship 

service on Sunday, August 31 at 
10:30am. 

 
Have a safe and restful  
Labor Day Weekend. 



Prayer Request Policy 

"My house will be known as a house of prayer for all peoples, says the 

Lord God." Isaiah 56:7  

Everyone is encouraged to keep his/her prayer requests updated. Names 
will rotate off unless a request to continue is received in the office  

either by email- lakesidepb@arumc.org  
or a phone call 534-6241.  

Immediate/Pressing Concerns: Dave Richards, Nancy Dobbs,  
Jerry Ingram, Scott Mouser, Allen Swob, Peggy Swob, Doug Cahill, 
Jerry Newton, and Keith Bogy. 

The family of Wannie Pope. 
The family of Betty Coles (Joe and Susan) 

Glenn Babb (6/12/24)  
Christie Barron (6/12/24)  
Carol Burckhalter (6/12/24)  
Lynda Pickler (6/12/24)  
Logan Mondragon (6/19/24) 
Jerry Newton (9/15/24)  
Jerry Ingram (12/24)  
Kashimi Elkins (12/24)  
Jean Hudson (3/25)  
Wayne Bussey ( 4/25)  
Clyde Campbell (5/25)  
Wanda Slater (5/25)  
Lee Blankenship (5/25)  
Keith Bogy (7/25) 

Homebound &  
Assisted Living 
Carolyn Theis  
Ken Theis  
Mary Catherine Kyle 
Dilcy Glien  
Billie Doster  
Bob Castleberry  
Marilyn Rouse  
Ralph Rouse  
Bill Wilcox  
Violet Ross  

Ongoing Prayer Concerns August 24, 2025 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to be a bus driver or rid-
er. We are well on our way to another wonderful year of Mid-Week 
Manna. If you would like to serve as a back-up driver or rider, 
please contact Linda LaClair. 

Tutors and other volunteers ( kitchen and greeters) are needed for 
Mid-week Manna which begins September 3. 

Missions News 

Items needed for ongoing ministries  
Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of ravioli, spaghetti-o’s etc. and boxed 
mac & cheese. 
Neighbor to Neighbor: tuna  
Blessing Box: non-perishable items.  
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items  
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels.  
Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  
or brought to the office.  

Neighbor to Neighbor 

Their supply from Arkansas Food Bank has been severely reduced 
and they have requested that we appeal to our volunteers to donate 
canned goods. Canned and dry goods  such as beans, rice etc. are 
needed. 

Items not needed are green beans and Mac & Cheese. 

Items may be brought to the church, The Reynolds Building  
(211 W. 3rd– United Way) or drop off at Neighbor to Neighbor. 

Nursery News 
The nursery is in desperate need of volunteers  

and a paid nursery attendant. 
If you have been Safe Gatherings approved or are willing to get that 

done, please consider volunteering or applying for the position. 
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