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Every year, these weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas seem to carry more meaning than 

we can quite put into words. The days grow shorter, the to-do lists grow longer, and yet something in 
us slows down and reaches back—toward memory, toward tradition, toward the story of God with us. 

John Wesley reminded us that our faith is shaped not only by Scripture, but also by tradition, 
reason, and experience. Tradition, for Wesley, was not about doing things “because we’ve always done 
them,” but about receiving the wisdom and practices of the church as gifts that help us follow Jesus 
today. Tradition is the living memory of God’s people, handed from one generation to the next. 

This season, we are surrounded by traditions. Next week many of us will gather around Thanks-
giving tables, naming aloud the blessings we see and the blessings we hope for. Gratitude works with-
in us, opening our eyes to God’s presence in the ordinary. What if, this year, we treated our Thanksgiv-
ing tables as altars of thanks—places where we pause and remember that “every good and perfect gift 
is from above”? 

At Lakeside, we are also preparing for beloved Advent traditions that help us enter the mystery 
of Christ’s birth. In Las Posadas, we join Mary and Joseph on their search for shelter. We remember 
that the Savior of the world arrived as a vulnerable child whose family was turned away at the door. 
As we sing and walk and pray, we are invited to open not only our church doors, but our hearts and 
lives to neighbors who still seek welcome and safe lodging. 

On Christmas Eve, we will gather in the soft glow of Candlelight, watching light spread from 
one small flame to another until the sanctuary shines. It is a simple act, and yet it preaches its own ser-
mon: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” Each candle we lift is a 
quiet act of trust that Christ’s light is still breaking into our world—and into our lives. 

These traditions work on us in ways we don't always recognize. They shape our imagination, 
train our hearts in sacred patterns, and connect us to something larger than our individual faith. 
Through Thanksgiving's gratitude, Las Posadas' pilgrimage, and Christmas Eve's shared light, we 
practice fundamental movements of the spiritual life: recognizing abundance, accompanying the vul-
nerable, and bearing light to one another. 

My hope is that this year we will not rush past these traditions or treat them as mere nostalgia. 
Instead, may we receive them as Wesley did: as means of grace, helping us remember who we are and 
whose we are. As we enter these holy weeks, may we embrace them not as obligations but as gifts—
time-tested ways of opening our hearts to God’s grace for us. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
 
Pastor Sara 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue 46 November 19, 2025 

Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United  
Methodist Church 
1500 Olive Street 
Pine Bluff AR  71601 

What’s Happening @ Lakeside United Methodist Church  

Thursday, Nov. 27 Happy Thanksgiving 
         Office closed    
Friday, Nov. 28 
       Office closed    
Saturday, Nov. 29 
Sunday, Nov. 30 1st Sunday of Advent 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship    

 
 
 

*Mid-Week Manna Schedule 
 

3:50 MWM tutoring 
5:00 Spanish class 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
         English Class 
         Bible Study w/ Pastor Sara 

 
 

The Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 

Wednesday, November 19 
9:30 LAAF 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
3:50 MWM * 
Thursday, Nov. 20 
Friday, Nov. 21 
        Office closed   
Saturday, Nov. 22 
Sunday, Nov. 23 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship    
11:30 Advent Decorating 
Monday, Nov. 24 
Tuesday, Nov. 25 
Wednesday, Nov. 26 
           Office is closed 
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Lakesiders, having promised to be loyal to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church and to do all in our power to strengthen its ministries,  
live out our promise by God’s grace together— participating faithfully in the ministries of Lakeside United Methodist Church  

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

       
             Sunday, Nov. 16, 2025   
 
              8:30 Worship –16 
              9:15 Sunday School - 39 
              10:30 Worship - 74 
              On-line Worship - 18 

                                              
                                             

                                    Our Weekly Service at Church  
                                          November 23, 2025  
 
                  Sermon: Rev. Sara Pair; Liturgist: De Gasnier 
     Director of Music: Ann Tibbs; Children’s Moments: Jennifer Fox  
 

Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 
Sermon title: Called By Name 

  
                  Ushers: Steve Dobbins, Joe Coles, Rob Wyatt, Bobby Wyatt,   
                    Roy Whitaker, Ken Kesterson, David Owens, and Will Fox 
 
                      Nov. 24 Brass Polishers: Susan Brown and Janelle Powell 
                      Nov. 24 Counters: George Mitchell and Deborah Whitaker 
 
             All services are available on Facebook or Facebook Live and  

You tube. Join us online for worship at: 

     www.facebook.com/lakesidepb 

  www.youtube.com/@lumc_pinebluff 

 Check out what is happening at Lakeside on our website  

   www.lakesidepb.org 

         

             We pray for the following: 
                                 David Owens, Ted McNulty, Sandy Bobo, Duke Allison, Ronnie Dobbs,  
           Bubba Milam, Jerry Ingram, and Jerry Newton. 
                                 
 
                                   
                                      
                                  Pray for the congregation of St. Paul UMC, Malvern  
 
 
Lakeside’s Hispanic Ministry, Young People around the world, Families in trouble,  
City Council members & Mayor, Students of all ages, Teachers, and First  Responders. 

 

Latest Sunday School News 
    November 23, 2025  

 
Discovery Class: Anyone is welcome to join this group for lively discussion.  
Wesley Class: This week’s discussion –Pray with Confidence.  
                                                     All are welcome! 
Children’s Class: Come learn more about God and the Bible with  
Miss Jennifer and Dr. Dave. 
Discípulos: This class meets behind the Chapel and is led by Alicia Frye and  
                     Ernestina Beltran. 

Missions News 
Items needed for ongoing ministries 

Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of Ravioli etc. and Boxed Mac & Cheese. 
 In order to provide enough food for Broadmoor,  

20 cans and boxes are needed weekly. 
Neighbor to Neighbor: Tuna and other non-perishables like beans and rice. 
Blessing Box: non-perishable items 
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items 
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels. 

Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  

We continue to lift the following up in prayer: 
 
Glenn Babb, Christie Barron, Carol Burckhalter, Lynda Pickler, Logan Mondragon, Kashimi 
Elkins, Jean Hudson, Clyde Campbell, Wanda Slater, Keith Bogy, Allen Swob, Peggy Swob, 
Doug Cahill , Dan Chambliss, Whitney White Crutchfield, Sarah Shorts, and Nathan Baltzell. 
 
Homebound, Assisted Living and Nursing Home Residents: Carolyn Theis, 
Ken Theis, Mary Catherine Kyle, Dilcy Glien, Billie Doster, Bob Castleberry, Marilyn Rouse, 
Ralph Rouse, Bill Wilcox, Violet Ross. 

Lakeside’s Christmas Kids 
The tree with Christmas  

requests is setup by the 1st floor 
elevator.  

Please fill out your information 
on the clipboard beside the tree 

when you pick an envelope. 
 Instructions are inside. 

 
It’s time to hit up the Black Fri-
day and  Cyber Monday sales. 

Gifts given to Lakeside 
In memory of Don Jacks by Glenn and Betty Babb and the 

Discovery Sunday School class. 

Greeters are needed 
We are still in need of greeters for 

Sunday mornings. 
Parking lot helpers are also needed. 
Please contact the office if you are 

willing to volunteer. 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Poinsettias will once again adorn the  

Sanctuary and Chapel  the Sunday be-
fore Christmas and Christmas Eve. 
You may purchase them to honor or 

 remember a loved one for $20.00, 
either a real plant or virtual. 

Proceeds will go towards the Broad-
moor Backpack Feeding program. 

 
Orders need to be placed by Mon-

day, December 15th. 

Thank you to Jorge and Angel Aguilar who received vol-
unteer hours for school by washing the bus. 

 It’s a win for everyone! 
Also, thanks to Sandy Bobo for giving the church her 

Brookshire’s Thank You points, this helped save $.20 a 
gallon on gas. 

Dear Christian Friends and Family, 
 
I’m overwhelmed with joy for your presence, 
tributes, well wishes, and blessings for my 100th 
birthday celebration. 
 
More abundant than I cold imagine. 
 
Love you,  
Etoyle 

Las Posadas 2025 
Wednesday, Dec. 17th at 6:00. 

Join the children as they re-enact Mary and Joseph’s journey to find a place to stay.  
The evening will continue with a short musical program along with cookies and hot chocolate. 

Backpack Ministry 
Your generosity purchased 

extra food for the Broadmoor 
Elementary Backpack Food 
program, ensuring that the 

children will have additional 
food during their extended 

Thanksgiving Break. 
 

Lakeside will be doing the 
same act of kindness for the 

Christmas holiday. 
If you would like to contrib-
ute, mark your memo line, 

Christmas Backpacks. 


