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Listening for God Through Scripture 

One of the most transforming ways to engage the Bible is through a practice called Lectio Divina, or “divine reading.” 
This ancient Christian discipline invites us to listen for God’s voice speaking personally through Scripture, not for the 
sake of more information, but for inner transformation. 
Yesterday I preached on Luke 18:1–8, the Parable of the Persistent Widow. Jesus tells this story so that “we ought al-
ways to pray and not lose heart.” In my own life, Lectio Divina is a discipline of prayer I have returned to again and 
again. Through Lectio Divina, God’s living word speaks into our lives in new and surprising ways. The following is us-
ing Sunday’s Scripture as a guide.  
 
The practice unfolds in four movements: 
• Lectio – Read. Begin by reading the passage slowly and attentively. Listen for a word or phrase that seems to stand 

out. It may be something simple—“pray always,” “do not lose heart,” or “justice.” Don’t analyze it; just notice it. 
Trust that the Spirit may be drawing your attention for a reason. 

• Meditatio – Reflect. Read the passage again, letting the word or phrase echo in your mind. Ask, “Why is this stand-
ing out to me?” or “What might God be saying to me through this?” Perhaps you recognize moments when you have 
felt weary in prayer, or seasons when faithfulness felt like persistence without reward. Let the story stir your own sto-
ry. 

• Oratio – Respond. Now speak with God about what has arisen in your heart. You might pray, “Lord, teach me to 
keep praying even when I am discouraged,” or “Help me trust that you are working for justice even when I can’t see 
it.” Your prayer doesn’t need to be long—just honest. 

• Contemplatio – Rest. Finally, set the words aside and rest quietly in God’s presence. No need to say or think any-
thing—just be still. Allow God’s love and truth to settle more deeply within you. 

This way of reading reminds us that Scripture is not just an ancient text—it is a living conversation. God meets us 
through it, shaping us little by little into people who live and love like Jesus. 

If you’d like to try Lectio Divina this week, find a quiet space, open your Bible to Luke 18:1–8, and move slowly 
through these steps. You may discover that the story of the persistent widow becomes your own prayer—a reminder that 
God welcomes your persistence, honors your honesty, and meets you in the waiting. 

May we all learn to listen for God’s voice in Scripture, not only with our minds but with our hearts. 

 

 

         Grace and Peace, 
 
         Pastor Sara  
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What’s Happening @ Lakeside United Methodist Church  

Thursday, Oct. 30 
Friday, Oct. 31 
       Office closed    
Saturday, Nov. 1 
Sunday, Nov. 2 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship     
4:00 Trinity Village Vespers 

 
 
 

*Mid-Week Manna Schedule 
 

3:50 MWM tutoring 
5:00 Spanish class 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
         English Class 

 
 

The Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 

Wednesday, October 22 
9:30 LAAF 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
3:50 MWM (see schedule below) 
Thursday, Oct. 23 
10:00 United Women in Faith 
Friday, Oct. 24 
        Office closed   
Saturday, Oct. 25 
Sunday, Oct. 26 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship     
Monday, Oct. 27 
Tuesday, Oct. 28 
10:00 Bible Study with Sara 
5:30 Leadership Board Mtg. 
Wednesday, Oct. 29 
9:30 LAAF 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
3:50 MWM—tutoring only 
5:30 Trunk or Treat 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/
https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/
https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/


Lakesiders, having promised to be loyal to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church and to do all in our power to strengthen its ministries,  
live out our promise by God’s grace together— participating faithfully in the ministries of Lakeside United Methodist Church  

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

         
             Sunday, October 19, 2025   
 
              8:30 Worship – 9 
              9:15 Sunday School - 29 
              10:30 Worship - 82 
              On-line Worship - 14 

                                              
                                             

                                    Our Weekly Service at Church  
                                          October 26, 2025  
 
                  Sermon: Rev. Sara Pair; Liturgist: Tommy Brown  
     Director of Music: Ann Tibbs; Children’s Moments: Jennifer Fox  
 

Scripture: Luke 18:9-14 
Sermon title: Humility Wins 

 
                Ushers: Steve Dobbins, Joe Coles, Rob Wyatt, Bobby Wyatt,   
                            Roy Whitaker, Ken Kesterson, and David Owens 
 
                      Oct. 27 Brass Polishers: Donna Kriner and De Gasnier 
                      Oct. 27 Counters: Ellen Wyatt and Claire Campbell 
 
             All services are available on Facebook or Facebook Live and  

You tube. Join us online for worship at: 

     www.facebook.com/lakesidepb 

  www.youtube.com/@lumc_pinebluff 

 Check out what is happening at Lakeside on our website  

   www.lakesidepb.org 

         
             We pray for the following: 
                                 Ronnie Dobbs, Bubba Milam, Frances Smith, Jerry Ingram,  Sarah Shorts,                                    
           and Jerry Newton. 
                                   
                                      
                                  Pray for the congregation of St. Paul UMC, Malvern  
 
 
Lakeside’s Hispanic Ministry, Young People around the world, Families in trouble,  
City Council members & Mayor, Students of all ages, Teachers, and First  Responders. 

Latest Sunday School News 
    October 26, 2025  

 
Discovery Class: Anyone is welcome to join this group for lively discussion.  
Wesley Class: This week’s discussion –God’s Promise.  
                                                     All are welcome! 
Children’s Class: Come learn more about God and the Bible with  
Miss Jennifer and Dr. Dave. 
Discípulos: This class meets behind the Chapel and is led by Alicia Frye and  
                     Ernestina Beltran. 

Missions News 
Items needed for ongoing ministries 

Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of Ravioli etc. and Boxed Mac & Cheese. 
 In order to provide enough food for Broadmoor,  

20 cans and boxes are needed weekly. 
Neighbor to Neighbor: Tuna and other non-perishables like beans and rice. 
Blessing Box: non-perishable items 
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items 
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels. 

Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  

Trunk or Treat! 
Lakeside’s Annual Trunk or Treat will be held  
Wednesday, October 29th from 5:30-7:00pm. 

Let the office know if you’d like to provide a trunk. 
Donations of individually wrapped candy 

 are welcome anytime. 
Baskets are on the 1st floor by the elevator or in the office. 

Gifts given to Lakeside 
In memory of Wannie Pope and Amy Pope Miller  

by Rob and Ellen Wyatt 

Altar Flowers 
There are several Sundays in November that are open. If you would 

like to honor or  
celebrate a loved one, this is a wonderful way. 

 
When you provide the flowers, you are welcome to take them home 
after the service or if you choose to leave them at the church, they 
are broken down into smaller arrangements and delivered to our 

shut-ins. 
If you would like to be a part of this meaningful ministry, please 

contact the office. 

                                    Help Needed! 
Volunteers are needed to help Sandy Bobo and Sharon Wyatt with 
delivering flowers, that are used on Sundays, to our shut-ins.  I will 
be out for several weeks after surgery and unable to carry the vases. 
If you could start next week, I can show you where all the materials 
are located and give you the list of our usual visits. I can assure you 
this ministry will bless not only the ones receiving flower but you in 

many ways. 
 
     -Sandy Bobo. 

We continue to lift the following up in prayer: 
 
Glenn Babb, Christie Barron, Carol Burckhalter, Lynda Pickler, Logan Mondragon, Kashimi 
Elkins Jean Hudson, Wayne Bussey, Clyde Campbell, Wanda Slater, Keith Bogy, Scott 
Mouser Allen Swob, Peggy Swob, Doug Cahill , Dan Chambliss, Whitney White Crutch-
field, andNathan Baltzell. 
 
Homebound, Assisted Living and Nursing Home Residents: Carolyn Theis, 
Ken Theis, Mary Catherine Kyle, Dilcy Glien, Billie Doster, Bob Castleberry, Marilyn 
Rouse, Ralph Rouse, Bill Wilcox, Violet Ross. 

Holidays are approaching! 
It’s hard to believe that we are talking “the holidays” 

 already but they will be here before we know it! 
Make sure that you are reading your newsletter and 

 bulletin announcements. 
The 1st Sunday of Advent is November 30th. 

We need individuals and families to be readers at both services  
during Advent and on Christmas Eve. 

Please contact Rebecca Phillips if you would like to participate. 
870-489-6241. 

 
New Welcome Ministry Needs 

Thank you to everyone that stayed for the meeting this past Sunday. 
After a light lunch and time of visiting with our tables mates, Pastor 
Sara lead the conversation about the needs and desires we have in 
 regards to safety and hospitality. 
 
The main consensus is that we need more greeters and presence in and around the church 
building and parking lot. In order to do that, we will need at least 3 greeters each Sunday 
and a volunteer outside. This will take place before Sunday school and into the 10:30 
worship service.  
 
One greeter will be stationed at the portico door, another by the elevator on the 1st floor 
and the 3rd greeter by the elevator on the 2nd floor. By having multiple greeters, this  
will guarantee that there will be someone at the door yet allowing another greeter to be 
available for showing visitors to a classroom or worship area for example. 
The parking lot volunteer will serve as a visible presence for visitors and will also be 
there should assistance be needed to cross the street etc. 

 
If you would like to be a part of this vital ministry, please contact the office. 

A schedule will be made so you may pick your Sunday  
and the position that you would like. 

 
Should you have any questions before you make this commitment, those can be  

answered as well. Instructions and suggestions will be made available. 

Acolyte Training 
You read that right! We want our young people to be actively worshiping and one 

way to do that is to participate in worship other than by just attending. If your child 
would like to participate, we will meet in the Sanctuary  

this Sunday (26th) at 9:00am. 
A parent volunteer will be needed to help each Sunday– more information will sent 

home with your child. 

Advent decorating will happen on Sunday, November 
23rd, immediately following the 10:30 service. 


