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What’s Happening @ Lakeside United Methodist Church  

Thursday, Sept. 25 
10:00 United Women in Faith 
5:30 Cottage Mtg. at Atkinsons’ W.H 
Friday, Sept. 26 
       Office closed    
Saturday, Sept. 27 
Sunday, Sept. 28 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship     

 
 
 
 

*Mid-Week Manna Schedule 
 

3:50 MWM tutoring 
5:00 Spanish class 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
         English Class 
         Bible Study with Sara 

 
 

The Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Wednesday, September 17 
9:30 LAAF 
10:00 Bible Study w/ Pastor Sara 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
3:50 MWM (see schedule below) 
Thursday, Sept. 18 
Friday, Sept.19 
        Office closed   
Saturday, Sept. 20 
Sunday, Sept. 21 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship     
3:00 Cottage Mtg. at Lakeside  
Monday, Sept. 22 
Tuesday, Sept. 23 
10:00 Bible Study with Sara 
5:30 Leadership Board 
Wednesday, Sept.24 
9:30 LAAF 
10:00 Cottage Mtg. at Lakeside 
12:00 N2N 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
3:50 MWM * 
 

 
On September 11, 2001, when airspace over the United States closed, tiny Gander International Airport in Newfound-
land found itself hosting 38 widebody planes carrying nearly 7,000 stranded passengers from more than 100 countries. 
The people of Gander—a town of just 10,000—looked at those planes and saw not potential threats, but simply an  
opportunity to help. 
 
What happened next reveals something profound about human nature when we choose joy over grumbling. The com-
munity opened schools, churches, and community rooms, filling them with cots. Striking bus drivers walked off picket 
lines to transport passengers. Bakeries worked overtime. Hospitals staffed up. Townspeople opened their homes, offer-
ing their own beds to the “plane people” They even cared for 17 dogs and cats and two great apes aboard the planes. 
When passengers tried to pay, the townspeople refused every offer. 
 
Among those passengers was Shirley Brooks-Jones, traveling home to Ohio from Europe. After spending three days in 
the fishing village of Lewisporte, where residents cooked elaborate meals, shared their showers, and even lent their 
cars, Brooks-Jones had an idea that would transform tragedy into lasting hope. On the flight home, she passed around a 
notebook asking fellow passengers to contribute to a scholarship fund for local children. They raised $15,000 before 
landing. 
 
Today, that fund has grown to over $2 million, awarding more than 28 scholarships this year. Brooks-Jones has re-
turned to Newfoundland at least 26 times, often meeting scholarship recipients, including one who became the town 
doctor. Here’s what strikes me most deeply about this story: many of the young people receiving these scholarships to-
day weren’t t even born on September 11, 2001—they weren’t yet dreams in their parents’ hearts. Yet they’re re being 
blessed by the generosity of strangers who were helped during one of history’s  darkest days. 
 
This embodies what it means to plant trees whose shade we’ll never enjoy. It would have been perfectly acceptable for 
those passengers to return home, write thank-you notes, send Christmas cards, and let that be the end of their gratitude. 
That would have been a normal, understandable response to the kindness they received. But Brooks-Jones and her  
fellow passengers chose something more—they chose to ensure that their experience of unexpected grace would ripple 
forward through generations. 
 
The Gander story reminds us that in our grumbling world, we have a choice. We can focus on division and discord, or 
we can look for opportunities to turn even our worst moments into sources of lasting good. Like the shepherd who 
leaves 99 sheep to find the one, like the woman who searches tirelessly for her lost coin, the people of Gander saw be-
yond their own concerns to care for strangers in need. 
 
Each of us carries resources—time, talents, compassion, or material gifts—that can become sources of blessing not just 
for today, but for years and decades to come. The question isn’t whether we can solve every problem or heal every 
wound. The question is whether we’ll use what we have to plant seeds of hope that will grow long after we’re gone, 
blessing people we’ll never meet in ways we may never fully know. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Sara 

https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/
https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/
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Lakesiders, having promised to be loyal to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church and to do all in our power to strengthen its ministries,  
live out our promise by God’s grace together— participating faithfully in the ministries of Lakeside United Methodist Church  

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

         
             Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025   
 
              8:30 Worship –15 
              9:15 Sunday School - 31 
              10:30 Worship - 76 
              On-line Worship - 15 

                                             

                                    Our Weekly Service at Church  
                                          September 21, 2025  
 
                  Sermon: Rev. Sara Pair; Liturgist: Tommy Brown  
     Director of Music: Ann Tibbs; Children’s Moments: Jennifer Fox  
 

Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Sermon title: Pray for Power 

 
                Ushers: Steve Dobbins, Joe Coles, Rob Wyatt, Bobby Wyatt,   
                            Roy Whitaker, Ken Kesterson, and David Owens 
 
                Sept. 22 Brass Polishers: Sharon and Bobby Wyatt 
                Sept. 22 Counters: George Mitchell and Deborah Whitaker 
 
             All services are available on Facebook or Facebook Live and  

You tube. Join us online for worship at: 

     www.facebook.com/lakesidepb 

  www.youtube.com/@lumc_pinebluff 

 Check out what is happening at Lakeside on our website  

   www.lakesidepb.org 

 

         
             We pray for the following: 
                                 Nathan Baltzell, Dan Chambliss, Nancy Dobbs, Dave Richards,  
                                 Jerry Ingram, Doug Cahill,  and Jerry Newton. 
                                  
                                      
                                Pray for the congregation of St. Paul UMC, Malvern  
 
 
Woodland Heights Senior Living: Billie Doster; Stonebridge Senior Living: Bob Castleber-
ry. Lakeside’s Hispanic Ministry, Young People around the world, Families in trouble, 
City Council members & Mayor, Students of all ages, Teachers, and First  Responders. 

Latest Sunday School News 
    September 21, 2025  

 
Discovery Class: Anyone is welcome to join this group for lively discussion.  
Wesley Class: Rebekah: Courage and Faith 
Children’s Class: Come learn more about God and the Bible with  
Miss Jennifer and Dr. Dave. 
Discípulos: This class meets behind the Chapel and is led by Alicia Frye and  
                     Ernestina Beltran. 

Missions News 
Items needed for ongoing ministries 

Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of Ravioli etc. and Boxed Mac & Cheese. 
 In order to provide enough food for Broadmoor,  

20 cans and boxes are needed weekly. 
Neighbor to Neighbor: Tuna and other non-perishables like beans and rice. 
Blessing Box: non-perishable items 
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items 
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels. 

Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  

Nursery News 
In order to stay compliant with our Safe 

Gatherings Policy, the nursery is closed until 
further notice. There are activity pages on  

the front pew of the Sanctuary and there is a 
play area set-up by the elevator should you 

need to take your child out of the Sanctuary. 

Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Wind Ensemble 
Mark your calendar to attend the 10:30 worship service on Sunday, 
September 28th. The Wind Ensemble will be providing the special 

music and accompaniment for the hymns. 
 

Sunday school classes will meet but there will not be an 8:30 service. 

Greetings from Mexico! 

Lakeside Transportation Team Appreciation Night 
  
The bus crew (and their plus 1) enjoyed an evening out at Murry’s Dinner 
Playhouse this last Saturday. This event was made possible by an anony-
mous donation to show appreciation for their ministry to our children.  
 
They are driving and riding along 11 months out of the year, year after year, 
to ensure up to 26 children are able to participate in Project Transformation 
and Mid-Week Manna. Volunteers pictured from left to right: Nancy Dobbs, 
Mike Frye, Alicia Frye, Donna Kriner, Sandy Bobo, Debbie Owens, Ellen 
Wyatt, Elaine Vaccaro, Sue Cheshier, Betty-Claire Peacock, Yvonne Glien, 
Linda LaClair, Danny Tibbs, and Sue and Gerald Majors.  
Not pictured Jerry Ingram. 

  Thanks to all of you for your time, energy, and love!! 

Urgent!  We need a bus driver and a backup driver for  
Mid-Week Manna  (15-Capacity Bus (no CDL License required)) 

  
The Wednesday dates are as follows  

(approximate time involved 2:30 to 4:00pm): 
Oct 8, 29, Nov 12, Dec 10,  

Jan 14, Feb 11, Mar 11, Apr 29, May 13 
  

You will pick up the bus and your Ride-Along* at Secura Space Storage 
in White Hall, drive to two schools (Taylor and James Matthews), pick up 
the children, take them to Lakeside UMC, and return the bus to storage. 

  
You will be given the opportunity to get familiar with the bus and go over 

the routes prior to service. 
  

You will need to be Safe Gatherings Certified, and I'll be happy to help 
you with the application and set you up for the on-line training. If com-

pleted quickly this can take about a week for approval. 
  

Please get in touch with Linda LaClair at 870-329-7753 if you can help. 
  

October 2nd Food Distribution 
special request: 

Need one to two people to help load bags  
of food into cars on  

Thursday, October 2nd from 4-6pm. 
Please contact Linda LaClair at  
870-329-7753 if you can help. 



Prayer Request Policy 

"My house will be known as a house of prayer for all peoples, says the 

Lord God." Isaiah 56:7  

Everyone is encouraged to keep his/her prayer requests updated. Names 
will rotate off unless a request to continue is received in the office  

either by email- lakesidepb@arumc.org  
or a phone call 534-6241.  

Immediate/Pressing Concerns: Nathan Baltzell, Dave Richards, 
Nancy Dobbs, Jerry Ingram, Doug Cahill, and Jerry Newton. 

Glenn Babb (6/12/24)  
Christie Barron (6/12/24)  
Carol Burckhalter (6/12/24)  
Lynda Pickler (6/12/24)  
Logan Mondragon (6/19/24) 
Jerry Newton (9/15/24)  
Jerry Ingram (12/24)  
Kashimi Elkins (12/24)  
Jean Hudson (3/25)  
Wayne Bussey ( 4/25)  
Clyde Campbell (5/25)  
Wanda Slater (5/25)  
Keith Bogy (7/25) 
Scott Mouser (8/25) 
Allen Swob (9/25) 
Peggy Swob (9/25) 

Homebound &  
Assisted Living 
Carolyn Theis  
Ken Theis  
Mary Catherine Kyle 
Dilcy Glien  
Billie Doster  
Bob Castleberry  
Marilyn Rouse  
Ralph Rouse  
Bill Wilcox  
Violet Ross  

Ongoing Prayer Concerns September 21, 2025 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Missions News 

Items needed for ongoing ministries  
Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of ravioli, spaghetti-o’s etc. and boxed 
mac & cheese. (20 cans and boxes are needed each week) 
Neighbor to Neighbor: tuna  
Blessing Box: non-perishable items.  
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items  
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels.  
Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  
or brought to the office.  

Neighbor to Neighbor 
Their supply from Arkansas Food Bank has been severely reduced 
and they have requested that we appeal to our volunteers to donate 
canned goods. Canned and dry goods  such as beans, rice etc. are 
needed. 

Items not needed are green beans and Mac & Cheese. 

Urgent!  We need a bus driver and a backup driver for  
Mid-Week Manna  (15-Capacity Bus (no CDL License required)) 

The Wednesday dates are as follows  
(approximate time involved 2:30 to 4:00pm): 

Oct 8, 29, Nov 12, Dec 10,  
Jan 14, Feb 11, Mar 11, Apr 29, May 13 

You will pick up the bus and your Ride-Along* at Secura Space Storage 
in White Hall, drive to two schools (Taylor and James Matthews), pick up 
the children, take them to Lakeside UMC, and return the bus to storage. 

You will be given the opportunity to get familiar with the bus and go over 
the routes prior to service. 

You will need to be Safe Gatherings Certified, and I'll be happy to help 
you with the application and set you up for the on-line training.  
If completed quickly this can take about a week for approval.  

Please get in touch with Linda LaClair at 870-329-7753 if you can help. 

*pickup location varies
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