
Lakeside 
870-534-6241 

lakesidepb@arumc.org 

 
Reverend Sara Pair 
Senior Pastor 
501-358-8528 
sara.pair@arumc.org 
 
Rev. Samantha Meadors 
Assoc. Pastor 
501-650-0565 
samantha.meadors@arumc.org 
 

Jennifer Fox 
Administrative Assistant 
lakesidepb@arumc.org 
870-489-0790 

Children & Family Minister  
jenniferfox57@yahoo.com 

Ann Tibbs, Director of Music 

Rebecca Phillips, Coordinator of 
Congregational Ministries 
rebeccalumc@gmail.com 

Carolyn Hamilton, Church 
Treasurer 
lumcfinance@outlook.com 
 
Miriam Palmerin 
Mi Casa 
870-939-9411—office 
mpalmerin88@yahoo.com 
 
Edith Valdez Castro & 
Ernestina Beltran, Custodians  
 
Humberto Solis, Security 

 

 

 

 

If you are a Facebook 

user, like us at https://
www.facebook.com/
LakesidePB/         
 

 
 

Issue 38 September 24, 2025 

Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United  
Methodist Church 
1500 Olive Street 
Pine Bluff AR  71601 

What’s Happening @ Lakeside United Methodist Church  

Thursday, Oct. 2 
Friday, Oct. 3 
       Office closed    
Saturday, Oct. 4 
Sunday, Oct. 5 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship     
4:00 Trinity Village Vespers 

 
 
 
 

*Mid-Week Manna Schedule 
 

3:50 MWM tutoring 
5:00 Spanish class 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
         English Class 
         Bible Study with Sara 

 
 

The Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Wednesday, September 24 
9:30 LAAF 
10:00 Cottage Meeting at Lakeside 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
3:50 MWM (see schedule below) 
Thursday, Sept. 25 
10:00 United Women in Faith 
5:30 Cottage Mtg. at Atkinsons’ W.H 
Friday, Sept.26 
        Office closed   
Saturday, Sept. 27 
Sunday, Sept. 28 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship     
Monday, Sept. 29 
10:00 Worship Meeting 
6:00 Cottage Mtg. at the Hardins’ P.B 
Tuesday, Sept. 30 
10:00 Bible Study with Sara 
Wednesday, Oct. 1 
9:30 LAAF 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
3:50 MWM * 
 
 

 

In our deeply divided political climate, it's natural to feel frustrated, angry, or even helpless when we think about our 
leaders. Whether at the local, state, or national level, many of us find ourselves questioning decisions, disappointed by 
rhetoric, or discouraged by what seems like endless partisan gridlock. 
 
The apostle Paul, writing to Timothy, offers a radical invitation: "First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity." 
 
Consider the context. Paul likely wrote these words from a prison cell, persecuted by the very Roman authorities he 
was instructing Timothy to pray for. The leaders of his day weren't elected officials accountable to voters—they were 
emperors and governors who ruled with absolute power, often through violence and oppression. Yet Paul's response 
wasn't bitterness or calls for resistance, but an invitation to pray. 
 
Here's my challenge for you this week: Think of three leaders who are a challenge for you every time you think of 
them. Maybe it's a local official whose policies you find harmful, a state representative whose rhetoric divides, or a na-
tional figure whose decisions you can't understand. Choose the three that you would much rather criticize than pray for. 
Now commit to praying for those three people every single day. Not that they would see things your way, but that they 
would know the greater power of God's love. Pray that in their mortality, they would find wisdom. Pray that knowing 
their plans will one day come to nothing, they would align themselves with God's eternal purposes. 
 
Psalm 146 adds profound perspective to this calling: “Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no 
help. When their breath departs, they return to the earth, on that very day their plans perish. Happy are those whose 
help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.”  
 
The psalmist reminds us that even the most powerful rulers are, in Hebrew, "sons of adam"—human beings made from 
dust who will return to dust. No amount of wealth, influence, or authority can change this fundamental truth. This isn't 
meant to diminish the real impact leaders have on our lives, but rather to put their power in proper perspective. They 
are, like us, human beings in need of grace. 
 
This prayer practice isn't about becoming passive. We can still vote, advocate, and work for justice—especially for 
those the psalmist names as God's special concern: the oppressed, hungry, imprisoned, blind, and bowed down. But 
when we pray for our leaders while remembering their mortality, we're freed from the anxiety that comes from treating 
any human power as ultimate. 
 
Paul himself was living proof of this transformation. Once a persecutor of Christians, he became their greatest champi-
on. If God could change Paul's heart so dramatically, imagine what might happen when we consistently lift up those in 
power, trusting that the same Spirit-breath that gives them life can also transform their hearts. Three leaders. Daily 
prayer. Remember: they too are dust, and to dust they will return. But while they breathe, may they breathe the Spirit of 
wisdom, compassion, and truth. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Sara 

https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/
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Lakesiders, having promised to be loyal to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church and to do all in our power to strengthen its ministries,  
live out our promise by God’s grace together— participating faithfully in the ministries of Lakeside United Methodist Church  

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

         
             Sunday, Sept. 21, 2025   
 
              8:30 Worship –25 
              9:15 Sunday School - 22 
              10:30 Worship - 85 
              On-line Worship - 15 

                                             

                                    Our Weekly Service at Church  
                                          September 28, 2025  
 
                  Sermon: Rev. Sara Pair; Liturgist: Rev. Sam Meadors  
     Director of Music: Ann Tibbs; Children’s Moments: Jennifer Fox  
 

Scripture: Psalm 40:1-11 
Sermon title: Sing a New Song 

 
                Ushers: Steve Dobbins, Joe Coles, Rob Wyatt, Bobby Wyatt,   
                            Roy Whitaker, Ken Kesterson, and David Owens 
 
     Sept. 29 Brass Polishers: Ramona Harkins, Sandy Bobo, & Susan Coles 
                Sept. 29 Counters: Gerald Majors and Sue Merritt 
 
             All services are available on Facebook or Facebook Live and  

You tube. Join us online for worship at: 

     www.facebook.com/lakesidepb 

  www.youtube.com/@lumc_pinebluff 

 Check out what is happening at Lakeside on our website  

   www.lakesidepb.org 

 

         
             We pray for the following: 
                                 Amy Pope Miller, Jerry Ingram, Nathan Baltzell, Dan Chambliss,  
                                 Dave Richards, and Jerry Newton. 
                                  
                                      
                                Pray for the congregation of St. Paul UMC, Malvern  
 
 
Woodland Heights Senior Living: Billie Doster; Stonebridge Senior Living: Bob Castleber-
ry. Lakeside’s Hispanic Ministry, Young People around the world, Families in trouble, 
City Council members & Mayor, Students of all ages, Teachers, and First  Responders. 

Latest Sunday School News 
    September 28, 2025  

 
Discovery Class: Anyone is welcome to join this group for lively discussion.  
Wesley Class: Rachel and Leah 
Children’s Class: Come learn more about God and the Bible with  
Miss Jennifer and Dr. Dave. 
Discípulos: This class meets behind the Chapel and is led by Alicia Frye and  
                     Ernestina Beltran. 

Missions News 
Items needed for ongoing ministries 

Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of Ravioli etc. and Boxed Mac & Cheese. 
 In order to provide enough food for Broadmoor,  

20 cans and boxes are needed weekly. 
Neighbor to Neighbor: Tuna and other non-perishables like beans and rice. 
Blessing Box: non-perishable items 
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items 
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels. 

Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  

October 2nd Food Distribution 
special request: 

Need one to two people to help load bags  
of food into cars on  

Thursday, October 2nd from 4-6pm. 
Please contact Linda LaClair at  
870-329-7753 if you can help. 

Gifts given to Lakeside  
In memory of Sarah Will Kirkley by her family. 

Central Arkansas Chamber Winds 
This Sunday, make plans to  attend the 10:30 worship 

service. The Wind Ensemble will be providing the  
special music and accompaniment for the hymns. 

 
Sunday school classes will meet but there will not be an 

8:30am. service. 
This is a wonderful time to invite someone to attend 

Lakeside! 

Mid-Week Manna  
Music 

We have added chimes to 
our evening music rotation 

on Wednesdays. 
The basics of counting and 

reading in addition to every-
one’s favorite choir director, 

Mr. B! 

Bus Driver News 
The need for a bus driver has been filled.  

However, there is always a need for a back-up 
driver and riders. 

If you are willing to be Safe Gatherings trained, 
please contact 

 Linda LaClair or the office 

Trunk or Treat! 
Lakeside’s Annual Trunk or Treat will be held  
Wednesday, October 29th from 5:30-7:00pm. 
Let the office know if you’d like to provide a 

trunk or help with food. Donations of individual-
ly wrapped candy are welcome anytime. 

Baskets are on the 1st floor by the elevator or in 
the office. 

Test 
We’re trying to see how many people are reading the newsletter. We are in the process of determining 

the best way to reach people and the cost of mailings is only rising. 
Please send Jennifer a text at 870-489-0790 or email at lakesidepb@arumc.org if you have read this 

message! 

Lakeside Media/Tech team is in need of volunteers 
If you have every looked up at the balcony on Sunday mornings, you 
have noticed quite a few people up there. They are our dedicated team 
of volunteers that run the cameras, computers, and sound board that 

allows Lakeside to reach the community and beyond.  
Being a member of this ministry doesn’t require an every Sunday 

commitment, you can serve as a back-up or name your Sundays that 
you are available. This also doesn’t require a degree in rocket science. 

If you are interested or have questions,  
please contact George Mitchell at 870-329-8964  

or Linda LaClair at 870-329-7753. 

Children’s Ministry Needs 
Lakeside’s growing children’s ministry is in need of more 
volunteers. Listed below are the days and programs that 

could use Safe Gatherings approved adults. 
• Sundays– Sunday school 9:15-10:15am 
• Wednesdays- tutoring 3:35-5:00pm 
                          - choir & chimes 5:20-6:20pm 
                          - Disciple time 6:20-7:00pm 

 
We are still in need of a paid nursery attendant and volun-

teers for Sunday mornings. 



Prayer Request Policy 

"My house will be known as a house of prayer for all peoples, says the 

Lord God." Isaiah 56:7  

Everyone is encouraged to keep his/her prayer requests updated. Names 
will rotate off unless a request to continue is received in the office  

either by email- lakesidepb@arumc.org  
or a phone call 534-6241.  

Immediate/Pressing Concerns: Amy Pope Miller, Jerry Ingram,  
Nathan Baltzell, Dave Richards, Whitney White Crutchfield,  and Jerry 
Newton. 

Glenn Babb (6/12/24)  
Christie Barron (6/12/24)  
Carol Burckhalter (6/12/24)  
Lynda Pickler (6/12/24)  
Logan Mondragon (6/19/24) 
Jerry Newton (9/15/24)  
Jerry Ingram (12/24)  
Kashimi Elkins (12/24)  
Jean Hudson (3/25)  
Wayne Bussey ( 4/25)  
Clyde Campbell (5/25)  
Wanda Slater (5/25)  
Keith Bogy (7/25) 
Scott Mouser (8/25) 
Allen Swob (9/25) 
Peggy Swob (9/25) 
Doug Cahill (9/25) 

Homebound &  
Assisted Living 
Carolyn Theis  
Ken Theis  
Mary Catherine Kyle 
Dilcy Glien  
Billie Doster  
Bob Castleberry  
Marilyn Rouse  
Ralph Rouse  
Bill Wilcox  
Violet Ross  

Ongoing Prayer Concerns September 28, 2025 

Trunk or Treat! 
Lakeside’s Annual Trunk or Treat will be held  
Wednesday, October 29th from 5:30-7:00pm. 

Let the office know if you’d like to provide a trunk or help with food. 
Donations of individually wrapped candy are welcome anytime. 

Baskets are on the 1st floor by the elevator or in the office. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Missions News 

Items needed for ongoing ministries  
Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of ravioli, spaghetti-o’s etc. and boxed mac 
& cheese. (20 cans and boxes are needed each week) 
Neighbor to Neighbor: tuna  
Blessing Box: non-perishable items.  
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items  
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels.  
Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  
or brought to the office.  

Neighbor to Neighbor 

Their supply from Arkansas Food Bank has been severely reduced and 
they have requested that we appeal to our volunteers to donate canned 
goods. Canned and dry goods  such as beans, rice etc. are needed. 

Items not needed are green beans and Mac & Cheese. 

October 2nd Food Distribution special request: 
Need one to two people to help load bags 

of food into cars on  
Thursday, October 2nd from 4-6pm. 

Please contact Linda LaClair at  
870-329-7753 if you can help.


	September 24 2025 Issue 38
	Bulletin Prayer concerns September 28



