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What’s Happening @ Lakeside United Methodist Church  

Wednesday, Sept. 10 
9:30 LAAF 
12:00 N2N 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
3:50 MWM tutoring 
5:00 Spanish class 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
         English Class 
         Bible Study with Sara 
Thursday, Sept. 11 
Friday, Sept. 12 
       Office closed    
Saturday, Sept. 13 
Sunday, Sept. 14 
8:03 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lakeside Messenger 
Lakeside United Methodist Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

Wednesday, September 3 
9:00 District Clergy Check-ins 
9:30 LAAF 
3:00 Zoom F & F 
Thursday, Sept. 4 
9:00 District Clergy Check-ins 
Friday, Sept. 5 
        Office closed   
Saturday, Sept. 6 
Sunday, Sept. 7 
8:30 Chapel Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Sanctuary Worship     
11:30 Town Hall Mtg.—Sanctuary 
4:00 Trinity Village Vespers       
Monday, Sept. 8  
Tuesday, Sept. 9 
10:00 Bible Study with Sara 
1:00 PEO 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Lakeside Family, 
 
One of the greatest treasures God has given us is the gift of Holy Scripture. The Bible is not only a record of God’s 
mighty works in history but also a living word that speaks to our lives today. When we open its pages, we encounter 
the voice of God calling us into relationship, guiding our steps, and shaping us into the people we are meant to be. 
 
Scripture grounds us in truth in a world often filled with confusion and noise. It reminds us of who God is and who we 
are called to be. Through the stories, prayers, and teachings found in its pages, we discover the depth of God’s love and 
the wideness of His mercy. As we read, we hear again the promises of God’s faithfulness, promises that sustain us in 
times of joy and in times of trial. Daily reading of Scripture roots us in hope and keeps us attentive to God’s presence 
in every season of life. 
 
Scripture also draws us into deeper community. When we read and study together, we are reminded that the Bible was 
never meant to be a private possession but a shared witness. In hearing how God’s word speaks to others, we discover 
new insights and encouragement. Reading Scripture in community helps us see that God’s word continues to inspire, 
challenge, and comfort across generations. 
 
This emphasis on Scripture has deep roots in our Methodist heritage. In the early days of the Methodist movement, 
John Wesley and others recognized that teaching people to read was not simply a matter of education, but a matter of 
faith. They believed that every person should be able to encounter God’s word directly. As a result, Methodists opened 
schools and taught children and adults alike to read with the primary purpose of giving them access to the Bible. For 
many, the very first book they ever read was Scripture, and from those sacred pages they learned not only letters and 
words, but also the truth of God’s love. 
 
That commitment to Scripture shaped entire communities. People who once had no access to education suddenly found 
themselves not only reading, but also proclaiming God’s promises in their homes and villages. The Methodist passion 
for literacy was inseparable from the passion for the gospel, because to be able to read the Bible was to be able to hear 
God’s voice for oneself. 
 
We stand in that tradition as we begin this month Mid-Week Manna with our children, English and Spanish classes for 
adults, and a six-week study on 1 Corinthians, along with our ongoing Sunday School classes. Learning together helps 
us grow stronger in our faith as individuals but also a congregation. As we continue in that tradition, may we also be 
people who treasure the gift of Scripture, who read it faithfully, and who allow it to transform our lives and our world. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Sara 

https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/
https://www.facebook.com/LakesidePB/
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Lakesiders, having promised to be loyal to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church and to do all in our power to strengthen its ministries,  
live out our promise by God’s grace together— participating faithfully in the ministries of Lakeside United Methodist Church  

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

         
   Sunday, August 31, 2025  Labor Day Weekend 
 
              8:30 Worship –no service 
              9:15 Sunday School - didn’t meet 
              10:30 Worship - 103 
              On-line Worship - 17 

                                              

                                 Our Weekly Service at Church  
                                          September 7, 2025  
 
                  Sermon: Rev. Sara Pair; Liturgist: Deborah Whitaker  
     Director of Music: Ann Tibbs; Children’s Moments: Jennifer Fox  
 

Scripture: Psalm 139:1-18 
 
                Ushers: Steve Dobbins, Joe Coles, Rob Wyatt, Bobby Wyatt,   
                            Roy Whitaker, Ken Kesterson, and David Owens 
 
                Sept. 8 Brass Polishers: Susan Brown and Janelle Powell 
                Sept. 8 Counters: George Mitchell and Deborah Whitaker 
 
             All services are available on Facebook or Facebook Live and  

You tube. Join us online for worship at: 

     www.facebook.com/lakesidepb 

  www.youtube.com/@lumc_pinebluff 

 Check out what is happening at Lakeside on our website  

   www.lakesidepb.org 

 
 

         
             We pray for the following: 
                                 Nancy Dobbs, Dave Richards, Jerry Ingram, Allen Swob,  
                                 Peggy Swob, Doug Cahill,  Jerry Newton, and Keith Bogy. 
                                      
                                       Pray for the congregation of St. Paul UMC, Malvern  
 
 
Woodland Heights Senior Living: Billie Doster; Stonebridge Senior Living: Bob Cas-
tleberry. Lakeside’s Hispanic Ministry, Young People around the world, Families in 
trouble, City Council members & Mayor, Students of all ages, Teachers, and First  Re-
sponders. 

Latest Sunday School News 
    September 7, 2025  

 
Discovery Class: Anyone is welcome to join this group for lively discussion.  
Wesley Class: Sarah’s Faith and Commitment 
Open Door Class: Led by Sam Meadors & De Gasnier, this class meets in 
the youth area on the 3rd floor.  
Children’s Class: Come learn more about God and the Bible with  
Miss Jennifer and Dr. Dave. 
Discípulos: This class meets behind the Chapel and is led by Alicia Frye and  
                     Ernestina Beltran. 

Missions News 
Items needed for ongoing ministries 

Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of Ravioli etc. and Boxed Mac & Cheese. 
 In order to provide enough food for Broadmoor,  

20 cans and boxes are needed weekly. 
Neighbor to Neighbor: Tuna and other non-perishables like beans and rice. 
Blessing Box: non-perishable items 
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items 
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels. 

Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  

It’s Here!!!! Mid-week Manna activities start back this week.  
• 3:50 tutoring. 
• 5:00 Spanish class 
• 6:00 Choir 
             English class 
 

 
Bible Study with Pastor Sara 

Beginning on September 9th and 10th,  join Pastor Sara  
for a 6-week study of 1 Corinthians.  

The class will be reading together 1 Corinthians: Search-
ing the Depths of God by Jaime Clark-Soles. Examining 

the teachings of Paul, this study addresses church history,  
 relationships, the logic of the cross, spiritual gifts, death,  

afterlife and the resurrection.  
 

The class will meet on Tuesday mornings at  
10am and Wednesday evenings at 6pm. Books are available at Cokesbury 

and Amazon.  
Please contact the office if you would like to attend either session.  

Gifts given to Lakeside 
In memory of Sarah Will Kirkley by Nancy Paschal. 

In memory of Wannie Pope by Barrie Hardin 

Cottage Meetings 
Plans are being made to have several Cottage Meetings this month. 

This will be your chance to visit with Pastor Sara and other leadership. 
Different dates and locations are listed below. In order to keep groups small 

enough for meaningful conversation, you will need to sign-up for the meeting 
of your choice by either calling or emailing the office. 

870-534-6241 or lakesidepb@arumc.org. 
 
Tuesday, 9/16 at 2:00pm. Jean Hudson will host in Pine Bluff. 
Tuesday, 9/16 at 5:30pm. Alicia Frye will host in White Hall. 
Sunday, 9/21 at 3:00pm. Alicia Frye will host and translate at Lakeside. 
Monday, 9/22 at 5:30pm. Elizabeth Hardin will host in Pine Bluff. 
Wed., 9/24 at 10:00am.  Linda McNulty will host at Lakeside. 
Thursday, 9/25 at 5:30pm. Catherine Anne Atkinson will host in White Hall 
                            Additional dates will be added if necessary. 

 

September 7th Town Hall Meeting 
Make plans to stay in the Sanctuary following the 10:30am 

worship service for a short Town Hall meeting.  
There will not be a pot-luck. 

Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church  
Launches New Identity Campaign 

Following Jesus, Loving People, Sharing Grace Shares the Core of Arkansas’ 
United Methodists 

 
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (August 28, 2025) - Bishop Laura Merrill recently an-
nounced a new integrated communications campaign to allow Arkansas’s United 
Methodists to share their identity, marked with unity and diversity, as followers of 
Jesus Christ. The “Following Jesus, Loving Others, Sharing 
Grace” (#FollowingLovingSharing) campaign was announced at the 2025 Arkan-
sas Annual Conference in Hot Springs in June 2025, and it will officially launch 
statewide on October 1, 2025. This identity campaign is funded by the generosity 
of long-time members of First United Methodist Church in Little Rock, Rush and 
Linda Harding.  
 
“In the midst of the current crisis and division, we feel called to share the love and 
hope we have found as people of Jesus Christ in a clear, new way. The voices and 
hearts of United Methodists in Arkansas are speaking in this campaign, to claim 
who we are and invite others to a welcoming, life-giving journey,” shared Bishop 
Merrill.  
Mr. Harding added, “Linda and I share Bishop Merrill’s vision for the United 
Methodist Church. We celebrate our diversity and our being inclusive. We want to 
help send the message that the United Methodist Church does not discriminate and 
that we embrace Christ’s mandate to “love your neighbor” with no conditions.” 
The goals of the campaign are to: 
·  Deepen Arkansas United Methodists’ identity and increase engagement with the 
new vision statement, conference-wide. 
·  Build public awareness and trust in the Arkansas Conference as a grace-filled, 
community-rooted body of Christ. 
·  Expand the reach and relevance of United Methodist ministries across Arkansas. 
The #FollowingLovingSharing campaign will include outdoor advertising, stream-
ing video, digital media, public relations, and grassroots communications. All cor-
ners of Arkansas will be touched by this campaign, and different strategies will be 
employed to include the diverse audiences of the church. 
 
“The success of this campaign lies with every Arkansas United Methodist,” said 
Amy Ezell, director of connectional ministries. “We hope every church will tell 
the story of how they are #FollowingLovingSharing and invite others to join 
them.” 

Nursery News 
In order to stay compliant with our Safe Gatherings Policy, 
the nursery is closed until further notice. There are activity 
pages on  the front pew of the Sanctuary and there is a play 

area set-up by the elevator should you need to take your 
child out of the room. 

If you are interested in volunteering, 
learning, singing, 

 or have questions, reach out to Jennifer. 



Prayer Request Policy 

"My house will be known as a house of prayer for all peoples, says the 

Lord God." Isaiah 56:7  

Everyone is encouraged to keep his/her prayer requests updated. Names 
will rotate off unless a request to continue is received in the office  

either by email- lakesidepb@arumc.org  
or a phone call 534-6241.  

Immediate/Pressing Concerns: Dave Richards, Nancy Dobbs,  
Jerry Ingram, Scott Mouser, Allen Swob, Peggy Swob, Doug Cahill, 
Jerry Newton, and Keith Bogy. 

Glenn Babb (6/12/24)  
Christie Barron (6/12/24)  
Carol Burckhalter (6/12/24)  
Lynda Pickler (6/12/24)  
Logan Mondragon (6/19/24) 
Jerry Newton (9/15/24)  
Jerry Ingram (12/24)  
Kashimi Elkins (12/24)  
Jean Hudson (3/25)  
Wayne Bussey ( 4/25)  
Clyde Campbell (5/25)  
Wanda Slater (5/25)  
Keith Bogy (7/25) 

Homebound &  
Assisted Living 
Carolyn Theis  
Ken Theis  
Mary Catherine Kyle 
Dilcy Glien  
Billie Doster  
Bob Castleberry  
Marilyn Rouse  
Ralph Rouse  
Bill Wilcox  
Violet Ross  

Ongoing Prayer Concerns September 7, 2025 

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you would like to serve as a back-up driver or rider, please contact 
Linda LaClair. 

Tutors and other volunteers ( kitchen and greeters) are needed for 
Mid-week Manna which begins September 3. Volunteering even just 
once a month would be helpful. 

Missions News 

Items needed for ongoing ministries  
Broadmoor Elementary: Cans of ravioli, spaghetti-o’s etc. and boxed 
mac & cheese. (20 cans and boxes are needed each week) 
Neighbor to Neighbor: tuna  
Blessing Box: non-perishable items.  
Trinity Village: Personal hygiene items  
Opportunity House: Personal hygiene items, socks, towels.  
Items may be placed in the baskets by the elevator  
or brought to the office.  

Neighbor to Neighbor 

Their supply from Arkansas Food Bank has been severely reduced 
and they have requested that we appeal to our volunteers to donate 
canned goods. Canned and dry goods  such as beans, rice etc. are 
needed. 

Items not needed are green beans and Mac & Cheese. 

Items may be brought to the church, The Reynolds Building  
(211 W. 3rd– United Way) or drop off at Neighbor to Neighbor. 

Nursery News 
Until further notice, the nursery is closed 

The nursery is in desperate need of volunteers  
and a paid nursery attendant. 

If you have been Safe Gatherings approved or are willing to get that 
done, please consider volunteering or applying for the position. 
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